2g6                               MARRIAGE
On the other hand, legislatures and courts of numerous
states have deemed it unwise to empower a married woman to
bind her property as surety for the debts of her husband or to
become his business partner. A considerable number of states
have found it necessary to protect creditors by forbidding or
restricting property transfers between husband and wife. In
several states, the ancient institution of tenancy by the entire-
ties has been preserved. In several states of the Middle West,
a contract of a married woman does not bind her assets, unless
she expressly states her intention to do so. With respect to
torts, the recent family car doctrine has resulted in a revival of
the husband's liability for certain torts of his wife. In the field
of property interests, statutory rights have been substituted
for the ancient rights of dower and curtesy in the majority of
states, in many cases with elaborated and strengthened pro-
visions. The efrects of marriage upon the property relations of
husband and wife, although no longer so vital as they were
at common law, are still numerous and important. The
changes from the old common law have been so recent, how-
ever, so unsystematic, and so different in the various states
that no general doctrine has thus far been worked out. Con-
sidering the undoctrinal or even anti-doctrinal climate of
American jurisprudence, we can hardly expect the elaboration
of any such doctrine in the near future.
2, Reaction on Conflicts Laws
This is only one of the many differences of structure among
the municipal laws, having distinct reactions on the conflicts
law. Above all, in the Continental international private laws,
the national law has come to govern the whole complex of
relations growing out of marriage. Under the German Intro-
ductory Law, which has been followed by many other codes,
the non-patrimonial rights and duties of married persons are